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UM LAW STUDENTS SUCCEED AT NATIONAL COMPETITION
M ISSOULATwo moot court teams from The University of Montana School of Law recently
captured high honors at the National Native American Law Student Association competition
February 13-14 in Denver, Colo.
Amy Sings In The Timber, from Milwaukee, Wis. and a member of the Black River
Falls Ho-Chunk Lac Du Slambeau Ojibwe tribe and Susan Stahle, from Bountiful, Utah,
placed second in the competition after reaching the finals and facing a NALSA team from the
University of Connecticut School of Law.
Another UM moot court team consisted of Denise Juneau and Rhonda Swaney, who
placed among the top 16 teams in the national competition.
Stahle said she gained valuable experience by participating in the competition. “I
approached it as an opportunity to gain experience in writing a brief and standing before judges
and being able to argue my point.”
Both of the second place finishers were coached by law Professor Ray Cross. “Both
Susan and Amy grew tremendously as effective oral advocates over the course of their practice
moot court sessions,” Cross said. “Indeed, the one moot court judge who saw them at the start
and finish of their preparatory sessions told me that it was an amazing transformation and a

-more-

030904moot-2
tribute to both Sue’s and Amy’s commitment to the NALSA team effort. I believe they will go
on to have bright future careers as lawyers and advocates on behalf of their clients.”
The arguments in the competition revolved around the Indian Child Welfare Act. Stahle
said she is learning “to be an advocate for your client, even if you don’t believe in the situation
personally.”
For more information contact Edwin Eck, dean of UM ’s law school, at (406) 243-4311
or e-mail e.eck@umontana.edu.
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